
2022 SPRING NATS
CLASSICAL STUDENT

AUDITIONS
SINGING FESTIVAL

San Francisco Bay Area Chapter

RULES

*Student videos due between: January 11-February 11, 2022
*Adjudicators Meeting: February 19 at 10:00a.m. (PST) VIA Zoom:
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/96386824427?pwd=M1VuVVJuMzVZaHh0VXFZTGZoU
E1sQ
*Online Adjudications from: February 19-February 26
*LIVE  Final Awards Concert: Sunday, March 6, 2021-6pm
Via SFBAC NATS YouTube & Facebook Pages

INTRODUCTION:
Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, our local SFBAC Spring Student Auditions will be held
online via YouTube entry. Teachers will be able to adjudicate from their homes viewing
student entries on YouTube between February 19-February 26. Adjudicating will take
place via nats.org. We will, however, host a LIVE IN-PERSON final round at California
State University, East Bay. We will pivot if we need to depending upon the most recent
variant. The live round will be live streamed as only students and parents will be allowed
to attend. All attendees will be required to show proof of a NEGATIVE COVID Test taken
within 72 hours of the event.

PURPOSE OF STUDENT AUDITIONS
The annual San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of NATS Student Auditions offers to our
membership’s students:
● Motivation toward vocal and musical growth
● Encouragement toward the preparation of appropriate repertoire for many genres of music
● An opportunity to sing before qualified and impartial judges and to receive constructive

criticism of their performance
● An opportunity to have outstanding musical talent and vocal achievement recognized by

teachers and peers

ENTRY CATEGORIES
Because these auditions are for classical repertoire only, each student is limited to only one
entry.  Folk song arrangements, spirituals, and traditional hymn tunes are accepted as a part of
the classical genre.  Student categories are divided by the following criteria: year in school,
number of years of study, and age. There are categories for Youth, High School,

https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/96386824427?pwd=M1VuVVJuMzVZaHh0VXFZTGZoUE1sQT09
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/96386824427?pwd=M1VuVVJuMzVZaHh0VXFZTGZoUE1sQT09


Collegiate/Adult Independent Studio, Avocational singers and “Late Bloomers”.  Students may
enter any level or category “for comments only” by indicating this in their online registration.

REGISTRATION FEES: Registration fees are $40 per entry and are non-refundable.

STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT PROOF OF AGE VIA AUDITIONWARE
● Categories are determined by the age of the entrant as of February 15, 2022.
● All entrants must present "proof of age" upon via Auditionware at the time of registration.
● Acceptable forms of identification are: Driver’s License, DMV ID Card, Passport, Birth

Certificate.  NOTE: Student School Identification cards are NOT acceptable. If none of
these documents are available please contact the Auditions Chairs.

REGISTRATION FEES
The fee for our Classical NATS Student Audition is $40 per student entry.
This fee includes the $3 processing fee to cover the cost of our online registration system. All
fees are paid at the time of online registration. Student fees are non-refundable.

HOW TO SELECT THE APPROPRIATE ENTRY CATEGORY FOR YOUR
STUDENT:
Please read the requirements for the entry categories carefully.  The correct category in which
to register your student depends on multiple factors:
1. The first criteria to consider is the student's year in school.
2. Then check the age ranges that are listed for the student's year in school.   Note: The age

ranges do overlap between the categories to accommodate students who are ahead or
behind in age when compared to their peers. If a student exceeds the age range given for
their year in school, please contact the Festival Chairperson.

3. Collegiate and advanced categories also take into account the number of years that the
student has studied.

4. Our goal is to have categories with 7-16 singers in each.  If fewer than 7 singers enroll in a
category, it may be combined with a similar category.  If there are more than 16 singers in a
category, it will be subdivided.

5. TRANSGENDER POLICY: Students who self-identify as transgender or gender fluid must
choose an audition category based on their voice type at the time of the Singing Festival
and select repertoire associated with their voice type.

CLASSICAL CATEGORIES:
Unless otherwise specified, aria selections can be from opera, oratorio, mass, cantata,
operetta, and concert arias. All selections must be memorized, including oratorio selections.

Category Length of
Study

Age
Range

Time
Repertoire Requirements



1
Children Grade 5
& under

No limit
11 &
under

8 minutes
Two or three contrasting age appropriate
selections from classical repertoire

2  Youth Grades 6-8 No limit 11-14 8 minutes
Two or three contrasting age appropriate
selections from classical repertoire.

3
Lower High
School SSA
Grades 9 & 10

No limit 14-16 8 minutes

Two required selections from classical repertoire:
one art song in English, one art song in a
language other than English. Optional third piece
may include an additional art song or aria.

4
Lower High
School TBB
Grades 9 & 10

No limit
14-16

8 minutes

Two required selections from classical repertoire:
one art song in English, one art song in a
language other than English. Optional third piece
may include an additional art song or aria.

5
Upper High
School SSA
Grades 11 & 12

No limit 16-19 8 minutes

Two required selections from classical repertoire:
one art song in English, one art song in a
language other than English. Optional third piece
may include an additional art song or aria.

6
Upper High
School TBB
Grades 11 & 12

No limit 16-19 8 minutes

Two required selections from classical repertoire:
one art song in English, one art song in a
language other than English. Optional third piece
may include an additional art song or aria.

7
Lower College &
Independent
Studio SSA

0-2 years post
high school

17-22 8 minutes

Three contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One art song in English. One art song
in a language other than English. One additional
art song or aria.

8
Lower College &
Independent
Studio TBB

0-2 years post
high school

17-22 8 minutes

Three contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One art song in English. One art song
in a language other than English. One additional
art song or aria.

9
Upper College &
Independent
Studio SSA

3-5 years post
high school -
all as under-
graduate

20-25
12
minutes

Four contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One aria. One art song in English. One
art  song in a language other than English.  One
additional selection. At least three languages
must be represented.

10
Upper College &
Independent
Studio TBB

3-5 years post
high school -
all as under-
graduate

20-25
12
minutes

Four contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One aria. One art song in English. One
art song in a language other than English. One
additional selection. At least three languages
must be represented.

11

Advanced
College &
Independent
Studio SSA

4+ years post
high school

22-30
15
minutes

Five contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One operatic aria. One
oratorio/cantata aria. One art song in a language
other than English. One art song in English. One
additional selection from the classical repertoire.
At least three languages must be represented.

12

Advanced
College &
Independent
Studio TBB

4+ years post
high school

22-30
15
minutes

Five contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One operatic aria. One
oratorio/cantata aria One art song in a language
other than English. One art song in English One
additional selection from the classical repertoire.
At least three languages must be represented.



13
Advanced
Classical SSA &
TBB

4+ post high
school

31 &
older

15
minutes

Five contrasting selections from classical
repertoire. One operatic aria. One
oratorio/cantata aria One art song in a language
other than English. One art song in English One
additional selection from the classical repertoire.
At least three languages must be represented.

AVOCATIONAL   CATEGORIES: TBB and SSA categories are listed separately below.
Singers with music degrees or professional singing experience should not compete in
Avocational Categories. Students who enter an Avocational category are limited to that one
category only.  Repertoire must include only classical selections -- musical theater and CCM
selections are not appropriate.

Category Length of
Study

Age
Range

Time Repertoire Requirements

14
Adult SSA
(AVOCATIONAL)

No limit
22 &
older

8 minutes

Three classical selections which can include any
of the following: art song, aria, folk song,
spiritual, and traditional hymn tunes. At least one
selection must be in English, and one song in a
language other than English.

15
Adult TBB
(AVOCATIONAL)

No limit
22 &
older

8 minutes

Three classical selections which can include any
of the following: art song, aria, folk song,
spiritual, and traditional hymn tunes. At least one
selection must be in English, and one song in a
language other than English

16
Adult SSA
LATE BLOOMERS

Open only to
those who
began vocal
lessons at the
age of 35 or
later.

35 &
older

8 minutes

Three classical selections which can include any
of the following: art song, aria, folk song, spiritual,
and traditional hymn tunes. At least one selection
must be in English, and one in a language other
than English.

17
Adult TBB
LATE BLOOMERS

Open only to
those who
began vocal
lessons at the
age of 35 or
later.

35 &
older

8 minutes

Three classical selections which can include any
of the following: art song, aria, folk song, spiritual,
and traditional hymn tunes. At least one selection
must be in English, and one in a language other
than English.



Classical Audition Terminology

Aria An aria is a solo from an opera, oratorio, mass, cantata, zarzuela,
operetta, or works titled “concert aria.” Oxford Online definitions will
be used for the purposes of NATS student auditions. For example,
Purcell’s selections from the semi-operas and masques are considered
songs.

24/26/28 Italian Art
Songs and Arias

The repertoire found in the 24/26/28 Italian Art Songs and Arias
collections may be counted as an aria or an art song in the high school
and lower classical categories. For the singers in the upper and
advanced categories, these pieces may ONLY count as an art song,
regardless of origin. Any repertoire found outside of these collections
will be considered only as the composer intended as an art song OR
aria.

Memorization All repertoire must be performed from memory with the exception of
Oratorio, Mass, Requiem, and Cantata Arias. Singers may hold music
scores for these types of arias as is traditional performance practice.

Original Languages All selections should be sung in original language or in translation, if
warranted by common performance practice.

Transposition Published transpositions are permitted. Singers are expected to retain
the composer's intended style of music and to convey the essence of

the character portrayed in the larger work. Performances not fulfilling
these requirements may result in lower scores from adjudicators.

Art Song in English English must be the original language of the art song.



Repertoire/Categorie
s

The word “classical” in this context refers to art songs and arias from
the classical genre, not limited to the Classical period of Mozart and
Haydn. No musical theatre, pop, soul, jazz, rhythm and blues, etc. may
be entered in the Classical Category. Published arrangements of folk
songs, spirituals, and traditional hymn tunes in English are widely
accepted as a part of the classical genre. Students in classical
categories may present one selection of this type to fulfill the English
art song requirement.

Judicious Cuts Judicious cuts in piano introductions, piano interludes, piano music
after the vocal solo is completed as well as internal cuts of opera arias
are allowed as is common performance practice. Cuts of verse or
verses of selections are not allowed. In the case of strophic pieces, all
verses should remain that are traditionally included.

Comments Only Any registered student may elect to sing for comments only and
participate exclusively in a preliminary audition. Adjudicators will not
score auditions entered for comments only.

Questions For any additional questions regarding repertoire please reach out to
us at the email addresses below.

ADDITIONAL RULES & INFORMATION

1. To qualify to enter the Student Auditions, the sponsoring teacher must be a member in
good standing with both National NATS, and with our local SFBAC chapter. If a student
has been studying with a sponsoring teacher fewer than eight (8) months, the name of the
former teacher must be listed on the registration application and will be listed in any public
announcements regarding that student. Note: The second teacher does not have to be a
SFBAC-NATS member.

2. Online registration will run from January 11, 2021 at 12:01 am through February 11, 2022,
at   11:59 pm.  Late applications will not be accepted. Please go to NATS.org to complete
your registration. Judges will have from February 19-26 to complete scoring and
comments.



3. Each performer is allowed 8 minutes, 12 minutes or 15 minutes depending on their
category.  This time limit includes time spent entering the room, conferring with the
accompanist, singing, and exiting.

4. Singers choose their first selection. Judges will then view singers’ other pieces up to the
time allotted for each category.

5. To honor the National NATS guidelines regarding copyright laws, photocopies are not
permitted.  Exceptions are:

a. Music that is out of print, but still under copyright law, with permission from the
publisher.

b. Sheet music or books for which the copyright has expired, but available in CD (e.g.,
CD Sheet Music) format.

c. Sheet music purchased legally from an online vendor.  Performers must be prepared
to present proof of ownership. Such music should have either a separate page
proving that the performer has purchased such OR a copyright notice at the bottom
of the music that includes the performer’s name. The name of the student or the
parent must appear on the receipt or on the downloaded page. Scores with the
teacher’s name on the page or receipt will not be accepted.

d. Music printed from approved public domain websites. Performers should take
particular care when accessing these sites as some do not guarantee all works are
indeed in the public domain.  Copyrights of 1922 or before are in the public domain.
Print out the citation page from these websites stating that the copyright of your
download is 1922 or before.  Current approved online public domain sites are:

● www.imslp.org
● www.sheetmusicarchive.net
● www.jscholarship.library.jhu.edu/handle/1774.2/2085

7. Singers must perform the repertoire submitted in their online registration. Repertoire
selections cannot be changed after the registration deadline.  For example, if three songs
are entered in a category requiring two or three songs, one cannot be dropped after
registration.  Repertoire changes constitute grounds for disqualification for the awards in
that category. Students will revert to “comments only” status, and no fees will be refunded.
If a student has not met the requirements of a category, their video will be evaluated, but
will be ineligible for prizes. For example, if a student is entered in the wrong category or
presents a song that is not listed on the adjudication sheet, the student will be disqualified.
Adjudicators will evaluate the performance as usual but for “comments only”. Any questions
or challenges should be communicated to the Student Auditions Chairperson who will
resolve the issue(see emails below).

8. All fees (teacher and student) must be paid by the teacher at the time of ONLINE
REGISTRATION.

9. If a category has fewer than 7 entrants, it may be combined with another category.
Likewise, if a category has more than 15 entrants, it may be divided into 2 or more
categories.

10. Previous first place winners from Classical Student Auditions cannot enter the same
category that they have already won. They need to enter the next higher category.

11. Four awards will be given per category, including ties. Winners are determined by the
judges’ scores.

http://www.imslp.org/
http://www.sheetmusicarchive.net/
http://www.jscholarship.library.jhu.edu/handle/1774.2/2085


12. Winners will be announced after the close of each category on February 28th and will also
be posted online at www.SFBACNATS.org.

13. Adjudication sheets will be available to teachers after the Final Round Awards Concert via
nats.org.

YOUTUBE ONLINE COMPETITION GUIDELINES

Recording Location

You should record your video in the spirit of a live audition or recital performance. You may
record in a home, school, church, synagogue, recital hall, rehearsal room, or voice studio with
good natural acoustics with or without an audience. You should dress professionally, as you
would for a recital or live audition.

Recording Instructions

Recording

 *You should record a separate unedited video for each selection on your repertoire list.

 *Your camera should record from a fixed position as if three adjudicators were seated in

front of you.

 *You should face straight forward to the camera as you would appear to adjudicators in

a live audition.

 *Your video recordings must clearly show your face and most of your body from the

knees upward.**

a. **Singers, pianists, and teachers should follow the health

guidelines/regulations issued by their institution/venue wherever they

are recording.  Therefore, during this pandemic, masks are allowed to

be worn in NATS audition videos.

 *To view a short video of best practices for recording a quality audition video click

HERE.

Accompanist

 You may sing with a live pianist, your teacher, or recorded accompaniment in your video

entries.

 If your teacher is your accompanist, they should not be in view in the video.

 Accompanists must play from authorized copies that are compliant with the NATS

Copyright Policy.

http://www.sfbacnats.org/
http://www.sfbacnats.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DKyhwMZwohbo&data=01%7C01%7Cnsacoordjw%40viterbo.edu%7C75ef36da99434c46623608d863a78520%7C6b9fc982e8d74958976cb08441cc9b0b%7C0&sdata=9R7jR77ZR0XXg2opDz1xPif3GDrs7f92vVg7hF1pHy8%3D&reserved=0


 The accompanist may use a page turner who is not the singer’s teacher.

Due to the unprecedented nature of the times in which we find ourselves, with growing travel
restrictions, school closings (and/or transitions to online instruction), and wide-spread health
concerns, we know it will be nearly impossible for many to meet and record videos with live
accompanists during this time.  Therefore, during this crisis NATS will allow students to record
audition videos using pre-recorded tracks such as found on Appcompanist, Hal Leonard’s Virtual
Library, or other similar sources that offer piano-only accompaniments.  YouTube Karaoke Tracks
are also acceptable, as long as they are piano only.  NO orchestrated tracks or tracks with other
instruments or voices will be acceptable, and would result in disqualification.  It will also be
acceptable to use tracks that are recorded by your teacher or your pianist (who know you and
your interpretation).  Additionally, in this extreme circumstance, should student and teacher be in
the same location, a teacher may accompany a singer in the recording, but the teacher should
not be visible in the recording directly or on any reflected surface (mirror, piano surface, etc.).
Please note that this will not be an accepted precedent for future auditions, but is rather an
isolated exception necessitated by a highly unusual global crisis.  Because of this, videos will not
be required to show the pianist.  All other guidelines outlined in the video submission guidelines
at https://www.nats.org/NSA_-_You_Tube_Round_Video_Submissions.html will apply and must be
followed.

Performance

 Introduce each selection at the beginning of the video. Introduce yourself by saying:

“My Name is__________; “I will sing—Title of Composition---by—Composer—and if

appropriate—from---Title of Work”. (The identity of your teacher, school, and region

should not be revealed.) Slates must be in the video: they can either be done at the time

of the recording or edited in. NO WRITTEN SLATES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

 You must perform each of your selections from memory on your recording. CAUTION: In

viewing your tablet or phone during the recording, if you give the impression you are

using music for your audition, you may be disqualified.

 Participants must perform full songs or arias.

 

 Preparing the YouTube Video

Settings

 Please note that you must select "unlisted" in the Privacy settings found under the

broadcasting and Sharing Options section when uploading your video file to YouTube.

 If you select "private," adjudicators will not be able to access your submission(s). If you

select “Public”, you may encounter copyright issues with YouTube.

Video Titles and Notes

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nats.org%2FNSA_-_You_Tube_Round_Video_Submissions.html&data=01%7C01%7Cdejohnsonwilmot%40viterbo.edu%7C61a5a945e00f455cb19608d7ca1f4a78%7C6b9fc982e8d74958976cb08441cc9b0b%7C0&sdata=p9oKptgWNSZJx4pk9gih0%2BrueefB53GGfBeDmif75fI%3D&reserved=0


 Each video title should contain the singer’s name, title and category. In the YouTube

“Notes” section, please include the Title, Composer, and Larger Work (if applicable).

 YouTube Channel Titles & Images must NOT reveal Teacher, School, or Studio

affiliations.

Submission

 In the application, provide the web link/address for each video that corresponds to the

appropriate repertoire selection – either 3, 4, or 5 total selections, depending on your

audition category.

 Please double check the links you provide for each video before submitting your

application.

Invalid Videos

The following video problems would make them invalid

 *Videos revealing the teacher’s identity, school, or studio affiliation.

 *Videos with “private” sharing options (see above).

 *Videos that pan and zoom during performances.

 *Videos using recording equipment that alters the acoustics of the venue or the sound

quality of the singer by adding/subtracting reverb or altering the pitches being sung.

 *Videos that are digitally altered or edited.

 

 

FINAL ROUND CONCERT

First Place Winners of each category are expected to participate in the Final Round Concert
where further awards will be given.  First Place Winners will be contacted by Tuesday March
1st. The Final Round will be held on Saturday March 6,  at 6 pm at California State University,
East Bay and via  LIVE STREAM at SFBAC NATS Facebook and YouTube pages. 1st prize
winners will need to have a rehearsal with our pianist, Chun Mei Wilson.   Winners will perform
their choice of one selection from the repertoire that they performed in the Student Auditions.

Second Place Winners If the first place winner of a category is unable to perform in the Final
Round Concert, the second place recipient will be invited to participate and compete in the
Final Round Concert.

Only finalists with parents are allowed to attend the Final Round Concert.This is done to keep
numbers low due to COVID-19.  There is no participation fee or admission charge.



CONTACT us if you have questions:
Festival Co-Chairs: Jacque Wilson Scharlach: jwilson1897@gmail.com

Phillip Harris: philewisnh@gmail.com

Online Registration: Justin Plank: justin.thomas.plank@gmail.com


